Emily Danes Initial Walkthrough

[0:00] Scene of video editing software

Hi, I’m Emily, and I’ll be walking you through my e-poem project for English 150. So I have to admit that when this project was first assigned I was pretty nervous about using video editing technology, but I ended up really learning a lot and enjoyed making this project. 

[0:19] Scene of using search engine to find a song

So before I even picked a poem, I knew I wanted to use a piece of music by Brian Eno called “The Big Ship.” It’s one of my favorite pieces of ambient music and I knew I would enjoy making a project with it. So I decided to use this piece of music and base the rest of the project off the music, instead of choosing music to match a poem.

So, whenever I hear this music I imagine all of the millions people of the world all kind of focused in on their own hidden lives but still somehow connected. I find this to be a very powerful feeling, but I wasn’t sure I’d be able to find a poem that communicated the same ideas. 

[0:59] Scene of using search engine and the results

So silly as it sounds, I ended up googling “poetry about the vivid complexity of life,” and found exactly what I was looking for.

[1:08] Scene of poetry website with “Sonder” poem

So now that I had picked out music and a poem, I started focusing in on the visuals. I actually found all of my footage on Vimeo.

[1:20] Scenes of navigating Vimeo and scrolling through different clip thumbnails

I spent a lot of time on Vimeo, as you might imagine, just looking for clips of people doing interesting things really. I just wanted the viewer to get a glimpse of people absorbed in living their own lives. 

[1:35] Scene of e-poem playing

So I ended up importing all of my footage from Vimeo, and quickly realized that I had a lot more work to do than I originally thought. I ended up with twelve four-minute videos. So I probably spent a lot more time on Vimeo than I really needed to. So that’s definitely something I’ll keep in mind next time.

[1:58] Scene of video editing software and scrolling through clip thumbnails

So as you can see here I just ended up with a lot of video to kind of clean up, so I think streamlining that visual portion would be a lot easier for me in the future. 

[2:12] Scene of video editing software and piecing clips together

But I did end up with some good clips that I just pieced together into what became the final project. 

[2:18] Scene of video editing software and adding/removing various transitions

So once I had everything put together the way I wanted it I did try using the fading tool here under “Transitions,” but once I saw what that actually looked like I decided I didn’t really like that effect. The gentle transitions seemed to undermine the idea of lives flashing by momentarily. Also there were just so many scene changes that fading transitions was kind of awkward and interrupted the flow of the piece really. So I decided to cut the smooth transitions and let the scenes flash by kind of abruptly.

[2:53] Scene of e-poem playing through video editing software

So I thought the moving text seemed kind of distracting too. When I was looking at other e-poems online I felt that I missed a lot of the visuals while I was chasing words across the screen. So especially because many of the scenes I used were so busy, I decided to leave the text still. This way the viewer could really appreciate what was happening on the screen.

So unfortunately I didn’t end up using a lot of the many interesting effects I thought I would. I did notice some neat techniques when I was looking at my classmates’ poems. Maybe that’s something I can think more about during the revision process. 

Overall though, I did end up being very pleased with the way my video turned out. It could definitely use some improvements and I’m hoping to get some good feedback and ways I might revise. So that’s about it. I hope you enjoyed my e-poem, I enjoyed making it!






